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Chemical Weapons Then And Now

1675

The first international agreement on
chemical weapons bans the use of
poison-laced bullets and is signed by
France and Germany in Strasbourg.

1907
Many Western
nations, including
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During World War I, the
Nazis use poison gases in
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A British soldier is killed by sarin when he participates in human experiments at the British
chemical weapons research facility at Porton Down. The military covers it up for decades.
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1997

The Chemical Weapons Convention goes into effect. It bans the
development, production, stockpiling, and use of chemical weapons
and includes destruction timelines for existing arsenals.

2013

Hundreds of Syrian civilians are
killed by their military’s use of sarin.
Under the threat of a U.S. military
strike, the Syrian government
turnsits arsenal of chemical
weapons over to the international
community for destruction.
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21

U.S. civilian and
military specialists
onboard the U.S.
cargo ship Cape Ray
neutralize the most
dangerous chemicals
in Syria’s declared
arsenal: 600 metric
tons of a precursor
for sarin and 20
metric tons of liquid
sulfur mustard, a
blistering agent.
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